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Nothopegia beddomei Gamble var. wynaadka 
Ellis & Chandras. (Male) 

Big. 1-6 1 1. Twig with racemes. 2. Portion of raceme. 
3. Flower'bud* 4* Sepal (showing resinous ducts). 5. Petal. 
6. Androecium with disk. 


colour, and strongly marked with 6-7 dark parallel 
lines. Petals 4, pale yellow, elliptic-ovate or broadly 
ovate, about li —1} times the length of the calyx- 
lobe, ±2.0 x 1.5 mm, glabrous. Stamens 4, inserted 
at the margin of the slightly quadrangular disk; 
filaments short, ±0.5 mm long, glabrous; anthers 
broadly ovoid, much broader and longer than the 
filament, ± 1.5 X 1.0 mm, glabrous. Disk slightly 
4-angular, glabrous. Female flower and fruit not 
seen. 

Holotype Ellis 27133-^4 (Ghandanathode, Peria 
R. F., Cannanore District, Kerala, 18-4-1966) is 
deposited in CAL; isotypes Ellis 27133 B-D and 
paratypes Ellis 29528 A-D (same locality, 8-12-1967) 
are deposited in MH. 
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sometimes extra-axillary, short, spicate cymes, 
bracteate; the rachis more rusty-puberulous or 
pubescent when young. Calyx 4-lobed, the lobes 
amallj ^ 1.5 x 1.5 mm, broadly ovate, entire or 
faintly crenulate near the tip, glabrous, maroon in 
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A NEW SPECIES OF SOLANUM LINN. FROM GUJARAT, INDIA 


Solatium purpureilineatum Sabnis & Bhatt, sp. nov. 

Herbae erectae vel decumbentes, 25-40 cm altae. 
parce e basi ramosae, rosulis nullis; caules virides 
purpureo-tincti, nodulosi, duri, pubescentes, 8-9 mm 
basi diam., ramosi, ramis spissis; laminae foliorumi 
ovatae, basi truncatae, in petiolum decurrentes, 
irregulariter dentatae, dentibus utrinque 2-4, parce 
pubescentes in paginis ambabus, praecipue in venis 
et marginibus; inflorescentiae in cymis corymbosis, 
extra axillares, pauciflorae, pedunculatae, pedunculis 
7-10 mm longis, ex angulo 90-100° ; pedicelli paullo 
pubescentes, 4-5 mm longi, ex angulo 40-50°; flores 
regulates, bisexuales, perfectae; calyces 1.2-1.5 mm 


longi, gamosepali, pubescentes, alte lobati, lobis 0.5 
mm longis, 0.7 mm latis, oblongis. apice rotundatis, 
cum macula purpurea inter lobos; corollae 4.5-5.0 
mm lcngae, 7-8 mm latae, gamopetala, rotata, alba, 
Stella centrali flavo-viridi, distincte lobatae, lobis 5 
(raro 4), 2.5-3.0 mm longis, cum vitta mediali atro- 
purpurea, saepe cum 2 vittis Iateralibus basalibus 
brevibus utrinque latere, vittis in pagina exteriore 
loborum magis obviis; stamina 5, 2.6-3.0 mm longa, 
epipetala, columnam formantia, antheris 1.6-1.8 mm 
longis, flavis, apice emarginatis, filamentis 1.0-1.2 
mm longis, basi dilatatis, intus ubique pilosis, pilis 
elongatis, flexuosis, nitentibus; ovarium 1.0-1.2 mm. 
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longum, subglobosum ; styli 3.0-3.2 mm longi, recti 
vel paullo apice curvati, vix antheris longiores, usque 
2/3 pubescentes; stigmata gjobosa, capitata ; baccae 
globosae, 6.045.5 mm diam., nitentes, pulposae, juven- 
tute virides, maturitate aurantiaco-rubrae, calycc 


persistente reflexo subtentae; semina 25-32, 2.0 mm 
diam., pallida; granulae scleroticae 2 vel 3, in pulpa 
mucilaginea tectae. 

The new species differs from allied species of 
Solarium mainly by the presence of a purple stripe 



c 5 So/antcm 
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Plate I : Solarium purpureiUneatum Sabnis & Bhatt 


on the corolla iobes. According to C. B. Heiser, Jr., 
of Indiana University, the plant “while not a perfect 
match for S. burbankii Bitter is certainly very close 
to it” (personal communication). However, the pro¬ 
posed species differs from S. burbankii Bitter in the 
following important characters: 


Solanum burbankii Solomon purpureili ruatmn 

1. Leaf-blades cuneate at the 1. Leaf-blades truncate at the 

base. base. 

2. Calyx regular, 3- 17 mm Ions 2. Calyx regular, 1.2-1.3 tans 
in flower, lacking a purple long with a purple spot, 
spot* 
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Filajnents glabrous within. 3. Filaments covered with long, 

flexuous, glistening hairs 
within. 

4. Style pubescent in the lower 4. Style pubescent upto 2/3 its 

1/4 tb. length. 

5. Berries black, not shining, 5. Berries orange-red, shining, 
covered with a whitish not covered with a ‘bloom’, 
‘bloom’. 

6. Seeds dark-colored. 6. Seeds pale-colored. 

7. Stone grains absent. 7. Stone grains present. 

Erect or decumbent herbs, 25-40 cm high, spar¬ 
ingly branched from the base, without basal rosettes. 
Stems green with a purple tinge, nodular, hard, 
pubescent, 8-9 mm in diameter at base. Branching 
crowded. Leaf-blades ovate, truncate, merging into 
the petiole, irregularly dentate with 2-4 teeth on 
each side, sparingly hairy on both surfacs, more 
hairy on the veins and margins. Inflorescence a cor¬ 
ymbose cyme, extra-axillary, few-flowered, peduncu¬ 
late. Peduncles 7-10 min long, at an angle of 90-100°. 
Pedicels slightly pubescent, 4-5 mm long, at an angle 
of 40-50°. Flowers regular, bisexual, complete. Calyx 
1.2-1.5 mm long, gamosepalous, pubescent, deeply 
lobed; lobes 0.5 mm long and 0.7 mm wide, oblong 
with rounded apices and a purple spot in between. 
Corolla 4.5-5 mm long, 7-8 mm wide, gamopetalous, 
rotate, white with a yellowish-green star, distinctly 
lobed; lobes 2.5-3 11)111 l QI *g> with a dark purple, 
median stripe, often with (wo short, lateral ones on 
either side of the median at the base, the stripes more 
prominent on the outer surface of the corolla lobes. 
Corolla lobes 5 (rarely only four). Stamens 5, 2.6-3 
mnt long, epipetalous, closely placed and forming a 
column; anthers 1.6-1.8 mm long, yellow, notched 
at the apex; filaments 1-1.2 mm long, dilated at 
base, covered with long, flexuous, glistening hairs 
throughout within. Ovary 1-1.2 mm long, subglo- 


bose ; style 3-3.2 mm long, straight or slightly bent 
at the tip, little exceeding the anther column, 
pubescent up to 2/3 its length; stigma globose, 
capitate. Berries 6-6.5 mm ln diameter, soft in tex¬ 
ture, globose, shining, green becoming orange-red 
at maturity, with a persistent, reflexed calyx. Seeds 
2 mm in diameter, pale-colored, 25-32, with 2 or 3 
stone grains per berry, these engulfed in a muci¬ 
laginous pulp (Plate I). 

India : Gujarat State: Baroda District, Baroda, L. 
V. Palace compound, 2.10.60, Sabnis 2762, 2763 
(Herbarium, The M. S. University of Baroda, Holo- 
type); The M. S. University -campus, behind Botany 
Department, 10.11.64, Sabnis 3630; Sabarkantha 
District, Danmahudi, Sabarmati river banks, 30.9.68, 
Bhatt 1518 ; Harad, 2.1.70, Bhatt 2480 ; Khedbrahma, 
on way to Padhara, 18.3.70, Bhatt 2586; Hamphesh- 
war, 28.10.71, Sabnis & Thaker 574. 

Flowering and fruiting: September to March. 

Chromosome number : 20=48. 

Distribution : At present noted as a rare weed in 
gardens and roadsides in Baroda and in cultivated 
fields, river banks and waste places in some locali¬ 
ties in north and central Gujarat. 
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DENDROB 1 UM BENSONIAE REICHB. F.—A NEW FIND FROM 
MIZO (LUSHAI) HILLS, MIZORAM 


During the winter of 1961, Sri S. C. Mustafi, 
the then Orchidarium Keeper collected for culti¬ 
vation about 400 orchids including species of 
Dendrobium and Paphiopedilum from Mizo (Lushai) 
■ Hills, Mizoram. After a long interval, one of the 
Dendrobiums (N.O. Plant No. 881) flowered on 23rd 
June 1969 and after study proved to be Dendrobium 
bensoniae Reichb. f., a species originally reported 
from Burma. 


The type locality for the species is on the moun¬ 
tains near Tongou, direct west of Prome in Pegu, 
Burma. Apart from this two more localities are 
known in Burma. It is also reported to occur in 
Northern Thailand and lower Siam [Seidenfaden 
&Smitinand, Orch. Thail. 2(2): 207, i960], and 
under cultivation in the Singapore Botanic Garden 
(Holttum FI. Malaya. Orchids, 2n ed. i„: 287. 1957). 
In India this species is being reported for the first 






